
WORKING TOGETHER TO MANAGE BUSINESS RISK

Tools/Equipment 

Top tips for securing tools,  
gear and equipment 
Theft of your tools and equipment can be crippling 
for many small businesses – and sadly it’s a lot more 
common that you might think. Naturally, you should 
have strong insurance cover in place to help. But there 
are also lots of simple preventative steps you can take.

Make your mark
Engraving something like your name or drivers 
licence number on your gear is a great way  
to deter thieves. And, if it is stolen and recovered 
by police, the chances of you getting it back are  
a lot higher.

Discover data dots
Another method of marking your tools is data 
dots. These are microscopic markings that are 
set in a binding agent and can be sprayed onto 
tools and equipment. Each dot has a unique 
identifier that the police can access if property  
is recovered.

Keep your serial numbers safe
Write down and keep safe all the serial numbers 
on our tools and equipment. This info is gold to 
police and can help with any recovery.

Park smart
Park you vehicle in a garage wherever  
possible, behind a gate or fence, or even in a 
well-lit spot. Thieves will try and take the easy 
way every time – so don’t make it easy for them.

Keep an eye out
Sometimes remaining vigilant is as simple 
as reporting any suspicious activity to your 
manager, site foreman or even the police.

Disclaimer – The information presented is of a general nature only and is provided only to help you understand some of the physical risks 
a business may have and what an insurer might expect you do to manage those risks. It is not intended for any other purpose. You should 
always seek appropriate professional advice about how you manage the particular risks in your business. No representation or warranty, 
expressed or implied, is made as to the accuracy or completeness of the information and no responsibility is accepted for any loss, penalty 
or damages (including special or consequential damages) arising out of the use of all or part of the information. The information presented 
does not replace the need for appropriate professional advice. Reliance on this communication will not affect or influence policy response.

Visit Vero.co.nz/risk-profiler to check out our other advice sheets  
for more tips and in-depth information about managing risk.
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